
March 30, 2026  
 
 

To the Deputies of the Argentine Republic, and other competent authorities:  
 
 
 

We, the undersigned—specialists in glaciology, cryosphere sciences, hydrology, 
environmental sciences, and geography—write to express our strong technical and 
scientific support for Law No. 26,639, “Minimum Environmental Protection Standards for 
the Preservation of Glaciers and the Periglacial Environment” (Glacier Law), and to convey 
our deep concern regarding any attempt to amend this legislation in ways that would 
reduce the current levels of protection to these ecosystems.  
 

As specialists, we emphasize that glaciers and the periglacial environment are 
critical ecosystems, sources of life, and strategic reserves of water resources. They are an 
integrated system that is essential for hydrological regulation, catchment 
maintenance, and the provision of ecosystem services in arid and semi-arid regions.  
 

A glacier is a large accumulation of ice and snow, formed on land, that flows slowly 
under the influence of its own weight. Glaciers are perennial bodies of ice, formed at the 
Earth’s surface through the accumulation, compaction, and recrystallization of snow, and 
they exhibit evidence of movement driven by gravity.  
 

The periglacial environment refers to areas of frozen ground and/or ground saturated 
with ice, which function as regulators of water resources. The periglacial environment is one 
of the most determining components of the hydrological system. Far from being marginal, 
it contains large volumes of subsurface ice that are not visible on the surface and that 
perform essential functions for the stability of mountain catchments. 
 

Glaciers are retreating rapidly due to climate change. Over the past two decades, 
glacier mass loss has reached its highest levels, contributing 21% of global sea-level rise. 
This process has important impacts on freshwater availability, basin runoff regimes, and the 
stability of mountain ecosystems.  

 
Weakening their current protection would:  

 
- jeopardize headwater in arid regions.  
- leads to the loss of water reserves that sustain flows during critical periods.  
- increase catchment vulnerability to prolonged droughts.  
- affect streamflow in watercourses.  
- reduce water resilience in regions already experiencing water crises.  

 
Argentina was the first country in the world to enact a specific law to preserve 

glaciers and the periglacial environment. The Glacier Law recognizes the strategic nature of 
glaciers and the periglacial environment and establishes a uniform standard of 
environmental protection throughout the Argentine territory. Its design and scope are 
based on scientific criteria intended to ensure:  

 
- the protection of all glacier and periglacial areas, whether surface or subsurface.  
- the conservation of the physical integrity, dynamics, and ecological function of 

these systems.  



- the continuous provision of technical and scientific information for catchment and 
water resource management-  

- the prohibition of activities that affect natural dynamics or compromise their 
integrity and associated hydrological processes.  

 
The National Glacier Inventory (NGI), developed and updated by the Argentine 

Institute of Nivology, Glaciology and Environmental Sciences (IANIGLA), is an 
indispensable methodological tool to identify, characterize, and monitor glacier and 
periglacial ice bodies nationwide, under homogeneous scientific criteria and using 
methods aligned with international standards. It represents a critical input for evidence-
based public policymaking.  
 

For this reason, it is essential that IANIGLA, as the specialized body responsible 
for the NGI, maintains its central and independent role in the implementation of the 
law, ensuring objectivity, methodological consistency, and scientific rigor.  
 

By contrast, the bill to amend the current Glacier Law assigns IANIGLA a secondary 
role and proposes that provincial authorities define the technical criteria that determine 
whether these critical areas are protected or open to economic extractive activities, 
applying unilateral criteria. This would replace a scientific methodology with decision-
making based on economic and political opportunities.  
 

Without a uniform methodology, disparate criteria would emerge across provincial 
jurisdictions, hindering the assessment of cumulative and transboundary environmental 
impacts, the monitoring of trends, and the comparability of data. The implementation of 
clear, consistent, and nationwide scientific criteria is an essential technical principle 
that must guide the management of these ecosystems, ensuring transparency and 
objectivity. 
 

Considering the scientific record, the available technical evidence, and 
accumulated experience, we, the undersigned:  

 
- Explicitly support the current Glacier Law as a technical instrument for the 
sustainable management of glacier and periglacial systems in Argentina.  
- Reaffirm the need for clear, uniform, and nationally applied methodological criteria 
for the identification and protection of these ecosystems, consolidating IANIGLA’s 
role as the central scientific authority.  

 
We consider these technical and scientific considerations essential to guide public 

policies that are consistent with the reality of glacier and periglacial systems, and with the 
urgent need to conserve these critical components of the environment in the face of the 
climate crisis.  
 

We sign as international specialists in glaciology and related sciences, expressing 
our commitment to decisions grounded in rigorous scientific evidence and to the effective 
protection of glaciers and the periglacial environment. 

 
 
Dr. John Pomeroy, FRSC, FRGS, AGU Fellow; UNESCO Chair in Mountain Water 
Sustainability; Chair UNESCO Committee for the Decade of Action for Cryospheric 
Sciences; Co-chair UN Advisory Board, International Year for Glaciers’ Preservation. 
 



Dr. Samuel Nussbaumer, World Glacier Monitoring Service.  
 
Ing. Luzmila Davila Roller, Deputy Director of Glaciological Research of INAIGEM 
Perú.  
 
Dr. Antoine Rabatel, Professor of the University of Grenoble Alpes, France.  
 
Dr. Xavier Bodin, University of Savoie Mont Blanc, France. 
 
Dr. Helmut Rott, University of Innsbruck, Austria.  
 
Dr. Bethan Davies, PhD in Quaternary Geology, Professor of Glaciology, Newcastle 
University, United Kingdom.  
 
Dr. Guillermo Ontiveros Gonzalez, Specialist in Glaciology INAIGEM, Perú. 


